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Tl - Image forming apparatus e.g. copier connected to.computer 

network, notifies user about recording paper order stage based on 
set reference value of paper and counted number of paper used 
during image formation 
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PA - (RICO ) RICOH KK .... I 
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AB - JP20001 37418 NOVELTY - A setting unit sets up the reference 
value functioning as the standard during ordering of a recording 
paper. A counter (101) counts the papers used during image 
formation. A notification unit notifies the user about the recording 
paper order stage of recording paper, based on count value and 
set reference value. 

- USE - Especially for managing acquisition of recording paper in 
image forming apparatus e.g. copier, facsimile and printer 
connected to computer network. 

- ADVANTAGE - As user is notified about recording order stage of 
paper, burden of user in management of remaining number paper 
for every paper size, management of recording paper more than 
necessary amount is reduced. 

- DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING(S) - The figure shows block diagram 
of image forming apparatus. 
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PD - 2000-05-16 

AP - JP1 9980324447 19981030 

IN - TAKAMATSU MAKOTO 

PA - RICOH CO LTD 

Tl - IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

AB - PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the burdens on the users in 
control and order of recording paper. 

- SOLUTION: This image forming device, consisting of a copying 
device 100 that is made possible to utilize remote location diagnosis 
by connecting with a host device 200 fitted at a remote location 
through a communication channel, setting means for setting the 
reference sheet number value becoming the reference at the time 
of ordering the copying papers, are consisting of an operation part 
103 and data storing part 102, and counting means for counting the 
sheet number of the copying papers used for the image formation 
are consisting -of a counting part 101, is provided with an operation 
display part 104 for deciding whether it is the ordering time of the " 
copying papers, based on the counted value by this counting 
means and the reference sheet number value being set through the 
setting means, or/and the operation part (decision informing 
means) 1 03 for informing to the user to that effect through such as 
a display screen of a local computer 300 when it is decided as the 
order issuing time. 
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